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TYPE 3 LINKAGE (COLLECTOR  AND COMMER CIAL COLLECTOR  STR EETS) is sim ilar to a Type 2 linkag e 
bu t is developed with in th e rig h ts-of-way of collec tor, and com m erc ial collector streets.  Th is type of linkag e 
m ay also requ ire an ad d itional easem ent of five to ten feet in wid th  to provide space for u nderg rou nd  
u tilities and land scaping .  Constru c tion of a Type 3 linkag e is at the expense of the developer, u nless a 
tract of land is ded icated to th e c ity.  The bike/pedestrian path shall be constru c ted with concrete pavem ent.

TYPE 2 LINKAGE (THOR OUGHFAR E STR EETS) is a linear area of land set asid e for pu blic bike/pedestrian 
trail developm ent th at is part of the existing  th orou g h fare street rig h ts-of-way.  These linkag es d o not requ ire 
ad d itional rig h ts-of-way beyond th ose requ ired by c ity standards.
In som e cases, Type 2 linkag es m ay requ ire an ad d itional u tility easem ent of five to ten feet in wid th  ou tside 
of the existing  street rig h t-of-way that will be id entified as su c h .  The easem ent will be inc orporated into the 
site plan at the tim e of prelim inary plat, prelim inary developm ent plan, rezoning , or spec ial u se perm it approval.

TYPE 5 LINKAGE (PAR KWAY) is sim ilar to a Type 1 linkag e, Type 5 linkag es ru n parallel to U.S. 69 Hig h way 
with in a landscape easem ent of 100 feet in wid th .  The bike/pedestrian trail and land scape easem ents are 
ou tsid e of the h ig h way rig h t-of-way on both  sid es of U.S. 69 Hig h way sou th  of 123rd Street.  In spec ial or 
u niqu e c irc u m stances, the Parks Direc tor or their desig nee m ay approve an alternate c om pliance from  th e
100-foot-wid e easem ent at the tim e of prelim inary plat, prelim inary developm ent plan, rezoning , or spec ial u se 
perm it approval.

TYPE 4 LINKAGE (COLLECTOR  PAR KWAY) is a com bination of a Type 1 and a Type 3 linkag e and is u sed 
when a m ore sig nificant am ou nt of landscaped area or screening  is desired.  Th is linkag e requ ires a 60-foot 
street rig h t-of-way and an ad d itional 25-foot-wid e tract ded icated as parkland  to the c ity for the bike/pedestrian
trail.  In spec ial or u niqu e c irc u m stances, the Parks Director or their desig nee m ay approve an alternate 
com pliance from  th e 25-foot trac t requ irem ent at the tim e of prelim inary plat, prelim inary developm ent plan, 
rezoning , or spec ial u se perm it approval.
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What is a Greenway Linkage?
A greenway linkage is defined as open
space land set aside for public use 
that is in linear form.

What are the Greenway Linkages 
Plan and Guidelines?

                                      A g reenway 
linkag e provid es a connec tion between 
two or m ore locations, following  natu ral 
areas (ru nning  ad jacent to a stream  or 
the base of a blu ff) or th ose developed  
by m an (ru nning  ad jacent to a street or 
fence line).
These linkag es m ay vary in wid th  and  
m ay be created  by joining  separate 
ad jacent parcels of land  or m ay be 
located  in street rig h ts-of-way. Greenway
linkag es m ay be u sed  for bike/ped estrian 
trails, bu ffers between d iffering  types or
intensities of land  u ses, as a m eans to 
c onserve areas of natu ral or h istoric 
valu e, or as an enh ancem ent to a 
com m u nity’s parks and  roadways.

The Greenway Linkag es Plan and  
Gu id elines are two separate d oc u m ents.  
The Greenway Linkag es Plan d isplays 
the u ltim ate system  of g reenway linkag es 
proposed  in th e City. The Plan, a m ap 
wh ic h  is inc lu d ed  in th e City’s Com preh ensive 
Plan, is revised  annu ally and  sh ows th e 
types of linkag es proposed  and  th e variou s 
pu blic and  sem ipu blic u ses th at are linked  
tog eth er.
The Gu id elines, wh ic h  are only reviewed 
period ically, are fou nd  in a separate 
d oc u m ent from  the Com preh ensive Plan. 
The Gu id elines describe in text and  sh ow 
in a series of g raph ic illu strations th e five

d ifferent types of g reenway linkag es th at 
are proposed .  More detailed  explanations 
of the illu strations below can be fou nd  in the
Greenway Linkag es Gu id elines.  
The Greenway Linkag es Plan was 
inc orporated in th e 1991 Com preh ensive 
Plan and  h as been reviewed annu ally as 
part of th e Com preh ensive Plan since.  The 
initial 1991 Greenway Linkag es Plan was 
only for th e area of th e c ity sou th  of 119th
Street.  Since that tim e, th e Greenway
Linkag es Plan was expand ed to inc lu d e
all of the area sou th  of I-435.  In 2006, 
the Greenway Linkag es Plan was 
sig nificantly expanded  to inc lu d e th e 
entire c ity.
The Greenway Linkag es Gu id elines was 
ad opted  as a separate policy d oc u m ent 
by a joint Planning  Com m ission and  City 
Cou nc il R esolu tion (City Cou nc il 
R esolu tion No. 2349 and  Planning  
Com m ission R esolu tion No. 55) in 
Oc tober 1991.

The Greenway Linkag es Plan and  
Gu id elines were developed  for u se in 
g u id ing  th e developm ent of an extensive 
system  of linear open spaces, m ost of 
wh ic h  will have bike/pedestrian trails, 
that link pu blic parks and  recreation 
fac ilities with  sc h ools and resid ences.

Why do we have the Greenway 
Linkages Plan and Guidelines?

The g eneral steps for acqu iring , bu ild ing
and  m aintaining  ind ivid u al seg m ents of
the g reenway linkag es are:
First, the area sh own for a g reenway
linkag e is id entified  and  inc orporated  in
th e site planning  for a prelim inary plat
for a su bd ivision, prelim inary plan (for 
a sc h ool, c h u rc h , tem ple, or pu blic
bu ild ing ), rezoning , or spec ial u se
perm it proposal.
Second , th e land  id entified  on th e
prelim inary site plan is sold  or g iven to
th e City of Overland Park at th e tim e of
final plat or final d evelopm ent plan
approval.
Th ird , th e City prepares th e land scape
plan.
Fou rth , th e City bu ild s all bike/pedestrian
trails along  the trail easem ents and
installs plant m aterials and  seed or sod
tu rf as requ ired  on th e site land scape
plan.
Fifth, once th e bike/ped estrian trail is
bu ilt and  th e land scaping  installed , th e
City m aintains th e trail and  landscape
easem ents.

What is the process for acquiring 
individual linkages?

How can you use the Greenway 
Linkages Plan and Guidelines?

How will the Greenway Linkages Plan 
be developed?

The Greenway Linkag es Plan and  
Gu id elines can be u sed  to d eterm ine th e 
location and  id entify th e type or types of 
linkag es proposed  in or arou nd  an area.
The Governing  Bod y and the Planning  
Com m ission u se th e Plan and the 
Gu id elines in th eir review of all site 
developm ent proposals in th e City 
inc lu d ing  platting  of land, rezoning s 
and  spec ial u se perm it applications.  
The Plan and  th e Gu id elines are also 
u sed  to plan for th e tim ing  of 
bike/pedestrian trail c onstru c tion 
throu g h  th e City’s Capital Im provem ents 
Prog ram  (CIP) wh ic h  is reviewed 
annu ally.  Oth er ju risd ic tions, inc lu d ing  
su rrou nd ing  c om m u nities and  th e 
c ou nty, can u se th e plan to help in 
c oord inating  th e d evelopm ent of their 
own g reenway linkag es and  parkland  
ac qu isition and im provem ents.  
 

The Greenway Linkag es Plan will only 
be developed  th rou g h  th e c ooperation of 
a three-way partnersh ip between th e 
City, land owners, and d evelopers.  The 
affec ted  land owners and  d evelopers 
along  the proposed  g reenway linkag e 
rou tes will sell or g ive land  for a linkag e 
to the City as depic ted  on th e Greenway 
Linkag es Plan.  The City is c om m itted  to 
prepare th e necessary g eneral c oncept 
plan and  th e ind ivid u al site plans, install 
the landscaping  (wh en and  wh ere 
proposed ), bu ild  th e bike/ped estrian 
trails, and  m aintain th e trails and  
land scape easem ents once they are 
com pleted .

TYPE 1 LINKAGE (GR EENWAY) is a linear open space area set aside for pu blic u se that is wid e enou g h  
to ac c om m od ate a paved bike/pedestrian trail, landscaped area, fenc ing  or oth er screening  m easu re, bu t 
with  lim ited ac cess from  ad jacent land u ses. 
These types of linkag es are often seg reg ated from  street rig h ts-of-way to form  a separate alig nm ent th at 
requ ire land owner/developer land ded ication, or a g ranting  of an easem ent.  The wid th of the land ded ication 
or easem ent will vary between 30 and 60 feet.
Type 1 linkag es join with  oth er types of g reenway linkag es and cross street rig h ts-of-way by m eans of an 
overpass, u nd erpass or at-g rade crossing  at controlled or m arked intersections.  No oth er am enities are 
provided asid e from  th ose requ ired for the bike/pedestrian trail constru c tion and m aintenance, and the 
com fort and safety of the pu blic u sing  th e trail.
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